The Resurrection

How important is the Resurrection to Christianity?

1 Cor 15:14

14
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.

(NIV)

Data to be considered:
· The fact of the Christian church. The Christian Church has been traced back to 32 AD. These Christians held to the resurrection as the basis for teaching, preaching, living and-significantly-dying.

· The day of worship shifted from Saturday to Sunday. 

· The New Testament were accounts by eyewitnesses and writers who were willing to die for the resurrection.

Accounting for the empty tomb:

· Disciples stole the body.  In Matt 28:11-15, The guards were paid hush money to say the body was stolen. It would have been contrary to the character of the disciples to go up against an armed guard of 16 men, steal the body and then lie about it. Furthermore, they would have to go to their graves with a lie.

· The authorities moved the body. Why? In Acts 4 they did everything they could to suppress it. All they have to do is produce the body and Christianity would have ended.

· The women went to the wrong tomb. Again the Jewish authorities would have had to produce the body from the right tomb.

· The swoon theory has been advanced to explain the empty tomb. The idea is that Christ did not actually die but was taken to the tomb and revived. He survived 40 lashes, being beaten beyond recognition, a six-hour crucifixion, spear that was stuck in his side, 3 days in a damp tomb without food or water. Then He would have to remove his bandages, push the heavy rock away, overcome the armed guards, and walk for miles on pierced feet? I don’t think so! If this was true Christ Himself would have had to lie about his resurrection and we know that is impossible.

