That Wagging Tongue 


11/30/97


Pray.


Object Lesson:  Cow Tongue


James Warns us:


I Read:


James 3:5-10


5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man,


8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.





The Tongue Contrasted:


They read:


Prov 15:1-2


1	A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.


2	The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.


Prov 15:2


2	The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.


Prov 15:4


4	The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.


Prov 18:21


21	The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.


Ask: What are good ways and bad ways we speak?





The Tongue is a Weapon:


Mr. Buggles Example


Prov 26:28


28	A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth works ruin.


Prov 27:3


3	Stone is heavy and sand a burden, but provocation by a fool is heavier than both.


Say: As you can see this illustrates how we can tear people’s spirit!





How we should be:


Ps 39:1


1	I said, "I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth as long as the wicked are in my presence."


Prov 25:21-22/ b


21	If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.


22	In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.


Prov 15:23


23	A man finds joy in giving an apt reply-- and how good is a timely word!


Prov 31:26


26	She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.


Isa 50:4


4	The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.


Col 4:6


6	Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.


