Sharing your Faith

8/9/98 Revised 9/11/2005

Know what you are dealing with:

NFL. Every week teams they watch film, prepare plays, prepare reaction to plays. A difference with our faith is that we know sin but do not execute the sin.

Look at:

Matt 13:1-20

1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.

2
Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.

3
Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed.

4
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.

5
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.

6
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.

7
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.

8
Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.

18
"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:

19
When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

Has not clue of the truth, not to get into to a heavy discussion about predestination but is this person still accountable? Why or why not?

20
The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.
21
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

Question: For his person, if Christ says his yoke was easy and his burdens light then why would this guy fall away? I believe that Christ was saying that the yoke of faith was easy but it does not mean no persecution.

22
The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.

Sounds like guy has the issue of serving two masters. 
23
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."

(NIV)

What does yielding a crop mean?
Understanding one’s position:

· Jesus and the person our outside the circle

· Jesus is outside the circle, the person is inside sitting on the throne
· Jesus is in the circle, but the person is on the throne

· The person is in the circle, but Jesus is on the throne
Sharing our Faith
We need more than a subjective experience. Because one could say that drugs or trees give them the same thing.

Don’t be afraid of questions you can not answer. You can always tell the person that you don’t know but you will find out.

2 Cor 5:20

20
We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

(NIV)

Effective Ambassadors are:

· Lives the life
· Enthusiastic and highly motivated.

· Information.

· Win friendships.

· Take initiative in communicating the message.

· Know his message and answer questions.

· Know how to invite decisions about his message.

How do you ask?

Are you a Christian? 

· Doesn’t work because it is a generic. 

· Some think it means a good person.

· They don’t like to be told they are wrong when you find out they are not a Biblical Christian.

· How do you respond? Sometimes I respond with, “Yes, I believe that Jesus is Lord”

Do you spiritual things interest you?

· If they say no, you can say that you do have some beliefs you would like to share with them and give them a tract to read.

· Talk to that person a week later and ask them what they think. Share you faith if they are receptive. Invite them to a social event or church.

Ask: 

Have you ever personally trusted Christ or are you still on the way?

· It defines what a Christian is (Have you ever personally trusted Christ) because the average person won’t say yes unless they know what you mean.

· If they ask what do you mean then that is a clue they don’t know the Lord and gives you an opening to explain.

· This tells them that you are prepared for a negative response without being shocked. (are you still on your way?) 

· A lot answer with I am still on the way.

 Ask: 

Well how far along the way are you?

· This information is important because it tells you where they are with Christ.

· You will talk differently to a person who doesn’t know Christ compared to someone who has heard the gospel before.

Ask:

Would like to become a real Christian and be sure of it?

· Make sure they understand fully the gospel and have them repeat it back to you.

· Explain: 

Rev 3:20

20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

Ask:

Christ is knocking at the door of your life would you like to invite him in?

· Pray with them to receive Christ.

· Make sure they understand fully the gospel 

· Study the book of John with them.

· Invite them to church. 

Mention: Dick and Kay. Pray about being real.

