Living in a performanced based world
Whether you like Bill Gates or not...this is pretty cool. Here's some advice Bill Gates recently dished out at a high school speech about 11 things they did not learn in school. He talks about how feel-good, politically correct teaching has created a full generation of kids with no concept of reality and how this concept sets them up for failure in the real world.

     RULE 1
     Life  is not fair - get used to it.

     RULE 2
     The world won't care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.

     RULE 3
     You will NOT make 40 thousand dollars a year right out of high school. You won't be a vice president with car phone, until you earn both.

     RULE 4
     If  you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. He doesn't have tenure.

     RULE 5
     Flipping burgers are not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a different word for burger flipping they called it Opportunity.

     RULE 6
     If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so don't whine about your mistakes, learn from them.

     RULE 7
     Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you are. So before you save the rain forest from the parasites of your parent's generation, try delousing the closet in your own room.


     RULE 8
     Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life has not. In some schools they have abolished failing grades and they'll  give you as many times as you want to  get the right answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life.

     RULE 9
     Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and very few employers are interested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your own  time.

     RULE 10
     Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs.

     RULE 11
     Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one.
This is actually from Dumbing Down Our Kids: Why American Children Feel Good about Themselves, but can’t, Read, Write, or Add.

We live in a performance based culture. If you do not perform you do not get the reward. 

· The ball player in sports gets benched
· If you have done a good job for last 20 but sit on your behind for the last year in your are in trouble

· If a couple does not do the things that he is suppose to a marriage it will fail
· The same with the kids

It is no surprise that when one comes to Christianity that they bring this performance mindset with them. I know need to figure out what I need to do. We will look at Nicodemus who has this mind set.

Look @ John 3:1

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

    1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 
· The Pharisees you know were very skilled at keeping the law don’t do this, don’t look at that. Etc. Extremely “religious” people who wanted to do the right thing.

2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

· He came at night which is you know who was so concerned about how appeared. Notice that it was we know and not just I know. On the flip side give him some credit for coming at all.

    3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.]" 

· This is also called the new birth. The word has 2 meanings which it could be translated as “from above” or “ anew” 

· In this context, he is using a metaphor here. Like would you give me a hand…which means would you help me.

    4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 

· Nicodemus kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[ gives birth is obviously thinking of a physical birth.

    5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the to spirit. 7
· Jesus is using parallelism here. The bible is filled with these parallelisms. Moses leading Israel to the promise land Jesus leading us to heaven. Jars of clay filled with water turned to wine represents us being filled anew with Jesus.  To see the kingdom or enter the kingdom is the same thing. Born again and born of the Spirit is the same thing. So someone says they are “born again” they mean they are born of the Spirit. A world birth and a heaven birth, a water birth and a spirit birth, a flesh birth and new life “born again”.

You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 
    9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 

    10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

· You know when you say I missed you which means to most men “why weren’t you here!?!” I missed you because I love you I could care less about performance. We are so wired that we expect to receive love for performance. Oh I know how to get grace I perform, I get it done, I keep the law. The kingdom of God does not work that way.  Jesus explains it.

    16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, (Where were you?!?!) but to save the world through him. (I missed you).

· What kind of love is this? True story, someone said to Dr. Pat Morley are you a Borneo Christian. He replied no, I have never been to Borneo.  At one time I thought that Christianity was anything but being good enough for Jesus to love me. How many people think that they could never be good enough for Jesus to love them and assume that he does not.  

· God’s love is unconditional, there is nothing you can do to tick him off, in regards to your salvation. Not to say he could tick him off because he hates sin. I hate my wife’s sin but I love her unconditionally.
· Money analogy.

· Sport & Performance Psychology David Cook. Currently, working for the San Antonio coach. Brilliant guy. The basic doctrine is that conditional love leads to a fear of loss on the playing field. When a player goes on the field and knows that the only way he gets love is when he performs. He comes over to a coach and gets slammed when he makes a mistake. “Where were you!” “I did not miss you!” This condition leads to the player mentality thinking what can I do to not make a mistake. With God it does not matter what happens on the playing field I still love you.
· 1995, Terry Petit was the coach of the Nebraska women’s volley ball team. Every action was focused on winning and after 21 years they look like to go away. They are in the semi finals and the game was going back and forth and then the game started slipping away. They were down 13 to 7 and everything he felt he ever worked for was gone. He wondered if he could ever build a winning program again. He called time out and he ached from his thoughts of defeat and he literally had no clue on what he was going to say to these athletes.  Then something worked its way up from me and he heard these words coming from his mouth. “I do not know if  we are going to win or lose this match today girls, but wether we win or we lose what I want you to know is that I love each one of you very much. “ he couldn’t think of anything else to say. His eyes were filled with moisture and as he looked around all of the girls had eyes filled with tears. These young women had never experienced that kind of unconditional  love in athletic competition. Terry returned with slumped shoulders to the bench. And ………they went on to be the national champs because of the releasing power of unconditional love.

· That’s what Jesus Christ wants to do for you and everyone. He wants to know that he has missed you. He loves you and there is nothing you can do to be good enough to be recipient of this because it is unmerited. 

