Sunday School Lesson 10/25/98 

Joseph’s world changed in a day.

Gen 37:18-22

18
But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.

19
"Here comes that dreamer!" they said to each other.

20
"Come now, let's kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we'll see what comes of his dreams."

21
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. "Let's not take his life," he said.

22 "Don't shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don't lay a hand on him." Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.

Joseph is thrown into prison

Gen 39:13-21

13
When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house,

14
she called her household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed.

15
When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house."

16
She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.

17
Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me.

18
But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house."

19
When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with anger.

20
Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison,

21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.

God delivers Joseph

Gen 41:28-33

28
"It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.

29
Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt,

30
but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.

31
The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe.

32
The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.

33 "And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt.

Joseph uses his position to help others.

Gen 45:1-7

1
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, "Have everyone leave my presence!" So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 

2
And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh's household heard about it.

3
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still living?" But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!

5
And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.

6
For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping.

7
But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

What can we learn?

· Joseph remained faithful.

· Joseph saw the big picture of God’s plan.

· He did not seek revenge on his brothers.

