God’s promise of Jesus

Read:

Gen 3:8-15

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

· Remember, The old testament points to Christ and the new points  back to Christ.

· Time line is the one rule, no rules, a bunch of rules, the finished work of the cross(grace).

Q. Why would God make us if he knew all along that a lot us would go to hell?

Let’s look at alternatives:

· God doesn’t make any people. We therefore wouldn’t have this conversation.

· God makes people without sin and who would never sin. That would make us robots or puppets.

· God makes people who had but one rule and they freely chose to disobey. 

It boils down to love. What if I said, “Kathy I love you will you marry me”? She says, “I love you and yes I will”. What if she says, “no” and then I say, “I will make you love me and marry me.” That isn’t love that is rape. In order for love to have meaning and be genuine it must have people freely choosing to love.

Q. What do you think about predestination? Do you believe it or not?

2 Tim 1:8-9

8
So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,

9
who has saved us and called us to a holy life-- not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,

God can: Know all, see all, and therefore is not bound by time, space or matter. Man does not have this capability. So what God foreknows and foresees has to happen. Here are scriptures that we should look at:

Rom 8:29-30

29
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

30
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Eph 1:5-6

5
he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--

6
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

This issue has some believing that salvation is only for only believers. This is wrong according to the scriptures:

2 Pet 3:9

9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

Also, The world in John 3:16 refers to everyone in the world!
Picture this: 

Scenario: There is a lake with a sign that says No Swimming, You will Die. Several are swimming and are drowning. Then God comes along and does one of  3 things.

A. Calls out to all and some swim to Christ on the shore and are saved.

B. Calls out to all and the lifeline Jesus is thrown out and the ones who reach out to the lifeline are saved. Jesus doesn’t let go.

C. We are drowned and dead. God comes up the lake and says I choose you, you and you and He pulls their bodies out of the lake.  Then he brings them back to life.

Letter B sounds like we initiate salvation. However, the giver of the gift always gets credit for giving whether it is accepted or not. 

· Object Lesson 

$5 in a paper. Explain the value of God’s promises. Say that what if I said there was something valuable in(look for something) this paper for example. It could be a stock tip or some new business you could get into. Would anyone like to look for something of value in this paper? 

Conclude: The Bible is valuable because it has inside God’s promises. Can anyone give us examples of God’s promises?

