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CHAPTER 5

1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

2
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

Q. If we cannot achieve righteousness through works can someone still obtain righteousness through not working at all?

Vs. 1
· Therefore is a key word here in Paul’s letters. When we see “therefore” in his letters we need to understand what it is there for. This indicates a result of a previous argument.
Q. What is the result of being declared righteous?

· Since we are declared righteous by faith as indicated by earlier chapters, we have the result of the gift of peace.
Q. Define what peace means? What evidence do you see that many people, including Christians, do not have peace? Why don’t they have peace?
I dream I had shared with my father

A. It means wholeness and a completely positive well being. We are truly free from condemnation and God’s wrath. 
Vs .2
· We have obtained access to his grace through Christ 
· We stand is important and it means in the Greek “we stand firm in this grace” or “we abide in it”

Q. How does having peace with God make a difference in your life every day?

· We rejoice.  Rejoicing is another benefit of peace. 
Q. What does rejoice mean and in what? We exult. Hope.
3
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;

4
perseverance, character; and character, hope.

5
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Vs.3

· So just as we rejoice in our blessing so we must rejoice in our afflictions
Q. Have you been able to rejoice in affliction?
What has helped you see God’s hand and feel his love during such times?

Why is affliction something to rejoice about? How can a person learn to rejoice instead of being bitter about affliction? 

Vs. 4
· Just as we receive the gift of peace in our justification we receive the gifts of perseverance, character, and hope in our sufferings
· Character: The Greek word gives us the image of valuable metals being purified by the removal of various impurities. The word refers spiritual integrity that is genuine and trustworthy. 
· Tribulation brings the process of positive construction

Vs. 5
Q. What is unique about Christian hope? 

· The final destination of the purifying fires of affliction

· Hope is not contingent on any circumstance (“I hope my team goes to the Championship”). Instead it is grounded in God’s character.
· Because it is grounded in God’s character, it does not disappoint

· We do not have to worry about God’s faithfulness

· God’s love poured into our hearts by his Spirit
6
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.

7
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.

8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!

10
For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

11
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

(NIV)

Vs 6

· What is meant by powerless?
· I love this verse to combat limited atonement. Limited atonement is that the gospel is for only the elect vs. being for all. If this were true then only the elect would be ungodly. 

Vs. 7

Q. What is the difference between a righteous man and a good man here?

· The extravagance of Christ’s sacrifice so outweighs the unworthiness of the beneficiary that it defies logic and to the world makes no sense
· This just expounds on the idea of the extent of God’s love 

Vs. 8 

· God’s love is not an abstract principal, it crystallized in the cross.

Vs.9 

· What are we saved from? God’s wrath. 
Vs. 10

· Here is not just that we are justified through faith, but that we are now communing with God. Further interpretation points to the ongoing work of Him perfecting our faith through his life.  Saved becomes more that God’s wrath with us that leads to eternal separation and eternal hell. The imitation of Jesus’ life saves us from ourselves.
Vs.11

· Rejoicing in God. The same Greek word is used and not only means exult in this context but to boast. This is where boasting in our accomplishments differs from boasting in God is always appropriate because it focuses on him.

In summary we can say we are secure in his grace, we should rejoice in not only blessings but afflictions, and we should demonstrate our security by rejoicing in our reconciliation with God.

Q. What behavior in your life indicates you feel secure in your relationship with God? How does this sense of security affect other areas of your life?
