Dispensationalism

The essentials of what they believe:

1) They have a literal interpretation of the bible

If you stuck someone on the island with a bible and read it like a newspaper…

2) Israel and the church are two distinct people 

3) Overall motif or theme is God’s Glory

4) Progressive revelation – In other words, what He has to say is not said to everyone at every time for every age. Or, what applies to some at some time does not apply to all people for all times or subsequent times.

3 examples of this:

God’s economy today is that there is an apple on a tree, which we should not eat from. 

“It was not the apple in the tree but the pair on the ground”

Kids may ask “Where do babies come from?” You may say mommies belly.

“How did they get there?” Daddy place a seed there…

Or, don’t use your fingers use a spoon…later use a fork…

Progressive revelation.

I look at this as a way to understand scripture, what do these words mean in this context for these people.

Non-essentials or disagreement on:

1) Number of dispensations

2) The interpretation of the sermon on the mount

3) Israel and the church have separate destinies

Church age is a parenthesis

4) Christ’s reign is not spiritual today

5) Kingdom of God vs. Kingdom of heaven are different

6) Different plan of salvation

Always been by grace through faith!!!

Example: Ten commands explained by Jesus in the new Testament.

Bottom line:

God setup 7 distinct house orders, rules, or dispensations where man was tested with regards to his sin to show that man is always a rebel. Evil always has the same result and man we always fail and therefore needs grace. God will always get the glory.

A greater breakdown of specific dispensations is possible, giving most traditional dispensationalists 7 recognizable dispensations. 

1) Innocence - Adam 

2) Conscience - After man sinned, up to the flood 

3) Government - After the flood, man allowed to eat meat, death penalty instituted 

4) Promise - Abraham up to Moses and the giving of the Law 

5) Law - Moses to the cross 

6) Grace - The cross to the Millennial Kingdom 

7) Millennial Kingdom - A 1000 year reign of Christ on earth centered in Jerusalem 

We will have to give an account almost like God is asking, “How did you do?

1) “We don’t know good and evil.” 

2) “Well, we violent and sinful, there was this big flood.”

3) “We felt like we needed a government, or king. We made this cool tower.”

4) “We really needed to get away and have are own promise land”

5) “We really need to get organized so we needed a law.”  “We failed so bad we even crucified your Son.”

6) “Well we have your Spirit and have built your church but frankly the we failed because the devil made us do it.”

7) Millennium:  We still failed you…even with the devil gone.

