Conform To Lord’s Purpose
Joke:
Question: Has anyone ever heard and what do you think of the statement, “A loving God would never do that?”

Some people point to God’s love as a reason to deny his judgment. In other words, God is some harmless old man who doesn’t mean what he says.
· Acknowledge the Lord’s Sovereignty

Jer 18:1-6

CHAPTER 18

1
This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

2
"Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you my message."

3
So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel.

4
But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.

5
Then the word of the LORD came to me:

6
"O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

(NIV)

Q. What is the central meaning of this passage?

Q. In what ways do you see the Lord shaping your life for His purposes?

Q. To what extent is God’s sovereignty in salvation?
· Apprehend the Significance of Choices

Jer 18:7-10

7
If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,

8
and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.

9
And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted,

10
and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.

(NIV)

Notes: applies to all nations
Q:  Describe an experience when you or your parents changed their minds about punishing a child for disobedience. Point out similarities.

· Accept the Invitation To Repent
Jer 18:11-12

11
"Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 'This is what the LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.'

12
But they will reply, 'It's no use. We will continue with our own plans; each of us will follow the stubbornness of his evil heart.'"

(NIV)

Q. Has anyone ever invited you to make changes in your life? Was it pleasant or unpleasant?
Q. Are we any different from the people of Judah in our need to respond to God’s invitation to repent?
Q. What are the results today of rejecting or accepting this invitation?

A. No fellowship, no blessings

· Avoid the Consequences of Disobedience 
Jer 18:15-17

15
Yet my people have forgotten me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which made them stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths. They made them walk in bypaths and on roads not built up.

16
Their land will be laid waste, an object of lasting scorn; all who pass by will be appalled and will shake their heads.

17
Like a wind from the east, I will scatter them before their enemies; I will show them my back and not my face in the day of their disaster."

(NIV)

Note: Q. Why do you think men do not ask for directions? This is trivial compared to this outcoje

Q. Why do think in versus 15 that idolatry troubles God?
Q. What were the consequences?

Note: This week take the time to grade yourself 1-5, 5 being greatest conformity, and ask yourself how I have I conformed to the God’s purposes this week. Always take that inventory and ask what changes do I need to make?

Pray
