Confession and Forgiveness 10/19/97 


Question: Why does God forgive Sin no matter how bad the sin is?





This can be asked in a different way: Why doesn’t God let people in the heaven if they are good? 


He is a Kind God who loves us and wants us to fellowship with him.


Ps 51:1


1	Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.


 Write: mercy, compassion, transgression on the board ask students to define. 





2.    But He only forgives  if we what? Confess.


Luke 18:9-14 Read:


9	To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: Ask: who was Jesus talking about? Write: Pharisee and Tax Collector on the board Read:10	"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11	The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men-- robbers, evildoers, adulterers-- or even like this tax collector. 12	I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' Ask: What was his attitude toward himself, God, and others? 13	"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14	"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Ask: Ask: What was his attitude toward himself, God, and what Jesus say about him?


Lookup: Eph 2:8-9. 8	For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9	not by works, so that no one can boast.








3.    Ask: Do we sin because we know we will be forgiven?


Rom 6:15. 15	What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!





4.    So, is there a sin that cannot be forgiven? Yes, the unpardonable sin. 


Mark 3:28-29


28	I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them.


29	But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."


Say: You are rejecting the source in which to be forgiven.


Say: God can forgive any sin no matter how bad it is(w/exception of above.) . If you say that he can’t then Christ’s death wasn’t good enough.





5:   So, why should we confess our sin?





Object lesson 


