Concern for the Muslim

In light of what we are dealing with in the world as far as terrorism today, we need to understand what the origins of the Muslim religion, what they believe, and how to witness to them.

Origins of the Muslim Religion

A man named Mohammed founded Islam in 610 A.D. During Mohammed's time, polytheism reigned. His people were worshipping multiple gods. During one of Mohammed's trips as a trader, he had a vision from a being he perceived to be an angel who said, "There is only one God, and His name is Allah. Worship Him."

They also believe that Ishmael (the father of the Arab world), not Isaac, received the promise from God through Abraham; this helps to explain why Arab Muslims feel that their claim to the Holy Land is a God-given right.
Sunnis - were those who thought the leader should be elected democratically from among his closest followers    

· paradise is the reward of those whose good deeds outweigh their bad on the day of judgment. 

· Perhaps 85 to 90 percent of all Muslims would call themselves Sunnis

Shias or Shiite - Shias were those who thought the leaders should be related to Muhammad.

· Shias usually lost out in these power struggles.

· Differ with the Sunnis with the idea of martyrdom 

· They accept the concept of atonement

· the idea of divine light indwelling their leaders, For example: Ayatollahs

What they believe:
· Belief in one God (who, in Arabic, is named "Allah") 

· Belief in the angels (both good and bad) 

· Belief in the revealed Books of God 

· Accepting that there will be a Last Day 

· Belief in the divine measurement of human affairs 

· Belief in life after death

· Muslims also believe in Satan and in a Day of Judgment on which God will send people to either heaven or hell

· The only way Muslims can be guaranteed to go to heaven is through "jihad." Although it is often translated "holy war," "jihad" literally means "exerting force for God." One could be in "jihad" by writing a book about Islam, or by sharing his faith to bring others to Islam, or by physically fighting for the cause of Islam.If a Muslim dies in "jihad," he is guaranteed to go to heaven.
· Belief in God's many prophets (including Adam, Abraham, Moses, David, and other Christians and Jews are familiar with)
What do Muslims think about Jesus?

· All Muslims believe Jesus was born of a virgin and that he was a great prophet--yet he was only a man. 

· They believe that Jesus was without sin

· They believe he was sent by God to help people obey God. Islam claims Jesus spoke as a baby, healed the sick, and raised the dead. The Quran refers to Jesus as the breath of God, the spirit of God, the life of God and the word of God. 

· Muslims do not think Jesus died on the cross. They believe that right before he was to be killed, God took him up to heaven and someone else (probably Judas) replaced him on the cross. They trust that Jesus will return to the earth again to usher in the final judgment from God and confirm that Islam is the true and final religion for all mankind. (Yes, Muslims believe in the second coming of Christ!)

How do they view Christianity?

· Only understanding of Christianity comes from movies, music and television shows such as "Baywatch," "Madonna," Rated-R films, etc. 

· Believe America is a Christian nation, they assume everything that comes out of America is Christian.

· Muslims think Christians believe in three gods: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Mother (Mary). 

· They believe that Christians and Jews have changed the Bible; therefore, although the Quran acknowledges the Gospel of Christ, the Torah of Moses and the Psalms of David, the existing copies can't be trusted. In any case, they are all superseded by the Quran. 

· Because of pornography from the West and the Western media, they equate Christianity with free sex, drugs, alcohol, rape, divorce ... all the evils of the West. This misconception confirms their belief that Islam is the true and final religion for all mankind.

Witnessing to Muslims:

Evangelistic approaches that can be used for Sunnis: 

· to show the futility of the idea of salvation by law

· show the inadequacy of Muhammad's life as a model for all humankind. Both approaches ultimately lead to the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Evangelistic approaches that can be used for Shias

· (By the way, unlike Sunnis, Shias accept art forms depicting human beings, and practice drama.) Afterwards, it is easy to speak to them of the deep spiritual meaning of the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.

· The points to emphasize are the overwhelming odds against Jesus during His arrest and trial, the significance of the shed blood of Christ in atoning for the sins of the people, Christ's victory over death, and His promise of eternal life to those who believe in Him.

The Quran can be a stepping stone to the truth:

· exhorts Muhammad (and others, too) to seek forgiveness of his sins (Q. 40:55; 42:5; 47:19). 

· The universality of sin is mentioned in Quran 16:61. says that whatever misfortune happens to a Muslim happens because of his sin (Q. 42:30). 

· It further says that even when victory comes it occurs so that God may forgive one's sins (Q. 48:1, 2). From these verses, one can demonstrate that no one is sinless or capable of being the "Light of the World. 

Show them that Jesus is:

· Show to the Muslim that Jesus is "the holy Son of God" (Matt. 1:20, 21; Luke 1:32); that 

· He was indeed sinless (2 Cor. 5:21); 

· that in Jesus is true spiritual life and this life is the true light of men (John 1:4); 

· Jesus Himself claimed to be the Light of the world (John 8:12) and it is in His light that we see light (John 1:9). 

Other Questions: 

· Since God is Almighty, isn’t it possible for Him to appear as a man, suffer death on the cross, and rise again therefore conquering death?

The dilemma is denying that God is almighty, or affirming that Jesus is God.

· Do you believe that way out of tradition or out of investigation?

Note: 

.Remember their rejection by family!

Furthermore:

· First, be a friend. Muslim cultures place a high value on friendships and time spent visiting with friends. Many Muslims have not had the opportunity to develop a close friendship with a Christian.

· Pray for your Muslim friends. Only as God works in their lives will they be open to following Christ.

· Invite them to your home. Muslims place a high value on hospitality. You would not leave a Muslim home without being offered something to drink, no matter how short the visit. Do the same with your Muslim friends. Ask beforehand about any dietary restrictions. Assume that your Muslim visitors will not eat pork nor use alcoholic beverages.

· Be sensitive to Muslim moral values. In Muslim cultures, friendship between a man and woman who are not related is rare. Your witness will be more effective with Muslim friends of your gender. Also, modest dress and behavior will go a long way in helping your new friend see that the behaviors they see in American media, which they often consider shocking and immoral, are not typical of all Christians. 

· Learn the basics of their beliefs. We’ll recommend several resources that can help with that.

· Listen and seek to understand. Ask about their homeland, their customs and their religion—and listen with the same openness that you want from them. Remember that Muslims, as Christians, may vary in their individual beliefs and faithfulness to Muslim practices. Ask your new friend what his or her religion means personally.

· Welcome open and honest discussion of your different religions. Many Muslims enjoy discussing their beliefs and how they differ from other religions. But remember that tearing down Islam is not your goal. Instead, share the basic doctrines of your Christian faith, especially Jesus’ role in assuring your salvation and enabling you to establish a personal relationship with God.

	


