Adopted as God’s Children

Romans 8:15-27

Q. What privileges do we have as an U.S. Citizen? Why are these privileges so valuable?
   A. Freedom, right to vote, bear arms                       Gives as dignity and/or rights

Our special status

Rom 8:15-27

15
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."

16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.

Q. How did Paul describe the special connection between believers and God? A. Spirit of Sonship(adoption).

 What special relationship does this create between us and God? A. We can address God intimately, reassurance through his Spirit
17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Q. What will we inherit as God’s heirs? (both his suffering and glory-become like God, reflect his attributes and actions) How does knowing Christians have this special status with God make living in a corrupt world more tolerable? A. We understands God’s roll as well as ours. 

How are we assured that we are God’s adopted children? A. Through scripture. Through his Spirit.

 What does being co-heirs with Christ mean? A. As adopted children we will inherit a place in heaven, eternal life
Our Future Glory

18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

19
The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.

20
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope

21
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

22
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.

23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

Q. How does the promise of future glory help you live more positively in this negative world? A. We see the big pic. God will eventually answer the prayer.
What glory will be revealed in the future? A. Peace on earth. Creation will resolve.

 What first fruit of that future glory do believers have now? A. Joy

What will occur in that future glory? A. Spiritual & physical restoration of our bodies
Our Certain Hope
24
For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?

25
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Q. How do we wait eagerly and with patience? A. Hope. Time, space and matter are all created things that God is not subject to.

How can knowing your hope in Christ is certain help you can endure patiently in a current situation? A. God is in control. God will make it right someday.

 How is the hope we have in Christ different from other kinds of hope? A. It is certain hope.
Our Unique Help

26
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.

27
And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

(NIV) 

Q. Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s help when we pray? A. the Spirit knows what is best for us. 

 How does the Spirit intercede for us? A. Because God knows what is best for us He is qualified to be the author and perfector  of our faith.

Heb 12:2

2
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 Why is the Spirit’s intercessions such a valuable privilege? A. because it gives us direct access to God’s throne.

What could you do to praise God for the privileges you have as His child?
10 Steps to Adoption from www.adoptivefamilies.com. By Chris Adamec
1 Forget everything you’ve heard about how impossible or hard it is to adopt. Today adoption is an option for people of all backgrounds and lifestyles. 

Never too hard for God.
2 Decide whether you want to adopt a baby, an older child, a child with special needs or a child of another race. There are all kinds of children out there who need families. 

Does not matter what race or age.
3 If you want to adopt your child from the U.S., make sure you understand the adoption laws in your state. 

No laws but just acceptance of his free gift.
4 Consider international adoption. Thousands of children worldwide need parents. If you’d like to pursue international adoption, there are specialized adoption agencies that can help you. 

Again, it does not matter what nationalilty.
5 Do your homework. Find agencies and adoption experts in your area. Ask for brochures or handouts. Attend seminars. Join local adoptive parent support groups 

God already knows us so no seminar needed.
6 Tell friends, family, colleagues, physicians and everyone else that you want to adopt. Ask them to think of you if they hear of anyone who may want a child adopted. 
The angels rejoice when are adopted!
7 Screen any adoption agency or attorney that you are thinking about using. Ask for references and check to see if any complaints have been made. Maintain a healthy skepticism.

God loves the skeptic too.  
8 Keep your cool during the home study investigation. Remember that no parents are perfect. Use the experience as an exercise in self-exploration.

God is perfect and we are perfected through Christ.
9 When you hear about a child you might adopt, ask questions about the child’s health and early life experiences. Learn as much as you can about the birth parents.

God wants to adopt us no matter what our ailments or life experience is.
10 Your child arrives! Congratulations! Enjoy parenting and your new life together.
Enjoy being God’s adopted child and recognize your privileges and being co-heirs with Christ.
F – favors each other

                    A – adds to the joy of each member

    M – Minimizes difference

   I – invests in each other

                L – shows love for each member

                              Y- yields to other members, when possible

