Father’s Day 06/19/2005

Top 10 Lame-brained, Foot-in-mouth Compliments from a Husband to His Wife
10. “You look great for a woman who has had four kids.”
 9. “This is almost as good as mom used to make.”
 8. “Thanks for the new shirt. It’ll be great for working on the car.”
 7. “That’s a great new hairdo, Honey. How much did it cost?”
 6. “I never knew you could sing that close to pitch.”
 5. “I like it when you wait until halftime to vacuum.”
 4. “Whaddaya want me to say? Okay, you look fabulous.”
 3. “This ... meatloaf is a neat color.”
 2. “Yes, that actress is beautiful, but you’re pretty on the inside.”
 1. “Wow, that makeup works wonders!”
Adopted from “Ten Ways to Be a Better Father”
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1. Passionately love your wife. 

Eph 5:25

25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

· Your daughters are going to date fellows who show the same level of commitment and respect you model. And your sons are going to treat their girlfriends and wives the same way they see you treat your wife. 

· Let your children see you sharing love and affection with their mother. When you and your wife have a conflict, show your children how two people can make up. 

· The most important area of life you prepare your children for is marriage and family, and their best preparation is to live with a dad who loves their mom. 

2. Be a man of integrity--or your words will fall on deaf ears. 

Titus 2:7-8

7
In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness

8
and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.

· Who you are behind closed doors is the real you. If you sing in the choir on Sundays and then yell at your wife all week, whatever you say about kindness and caring won't count in your children's eyes. 

· Keep your promises. 

· Show your kids that you are in public what you are in private it will inspire them to be consistent.

3. Your children's importance to you can be measured by how much time you spend with them. 

Matt 19:14

14
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."

· Jesus held children in high reguard and spent time with children and so should we. 

· Calendars don't lie. No matter what we say, children know we spend time on the things and with the people that are most important to us. Remember this when you are deciding whether or not to attend an activity that is important to them. 

· Plan to spend time with your children. Every Thursday before school, my two younger children and I get up early, go out to breakfast and have Bible study. They know that's in Dad's schedule, and we have a lot of fun. Whatever your work schedule is, it's dad's responsibility to foster times of just being with his children. 

· Find out what interests each child (it will be different for each one). My sons like sports, so we go to ball games. My daughters like to go to the mall, so that is where I take them. 
4. You, more than anyone else, can give your children lifelong self-worth. 

The top 10 things a teenage daughter doesn't want to hear from her dad.
10. “Let me explain what 'deductible' means on car insurance.”
 9. “Your mom’s almost ready. Where are we going on our double date?”
 8. “Seems to me last year’s prom dress still has some life in it.”
 7. “I signed us up for the pairs karaoke contest this Friday night.”
 6. “We ate possum toes like popcorn when I was a kid.”
 5. “Let's get ice cream, my treat! Just let me grab my jar of coins.”
 4. “I am proud that you decided to keep the family unibrow.”
 3. “You don't need to go shopping after all. I picked out a purse for you on my way home.” 
 2. “I ran into Bobby at the grocery store. I told him that you're really hoping he'll ask you to the dance.”
 1. “By the way, I had to borrow your deodorant yesterday.”

Top 10 Wrong Ways To Initiate Your Son Into Manhood

10. Teach him the secret male ritual of leaving the toilet seat up and the toilet paper roll empty.
9. Have a ceremony where you give him his own remote control.
8. Lead him through an afternoon of rigorous physical training in the back yard while you sit in a lawn chair with a half-gallon of ice cream.
7. Eat until you're about to burst and then ride the Screamin' Hurler roller coaster.
6. Put cream on his face and let the cat shave him with its tongue.
5. Walk behind him through his school halls yelling, "You da man!"
4. Send him to the local discount store to buy mom's "personal things."
3. Give him Grandma's lime green Gremlin with personalized license plates that say, "TUFFGUY."
2. Send the womenfolk shopping, then get out your secret Old Yeller video and have a good cry together.
1. Shot put catching. 

Heb 10:25

25
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

· A man makes a lasting mark on his kids' lives when he gives them appropriate praise. It inspires them and gives them an incentive to reach higher. 

· But the reverse is also true. Never call your children names or use demeaning words--from dad those arrows inflict deep wounds. Separate any negative behavior from their personhood. 

5. Communicate as a family. 

Gal 6:2

2
Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

· A united family makes children feel secure. Share at least one meal every day as a family, when you sit down and talk about the issues of the day. 

· Spend one night a week together as a family (not watching TV). It doesn't have to be expensive; you could play games together, go for walks, or go to a park. 

· During family times, the toughest things for us dads is to learn how to listen. We love to give advice, but only by listening will we learn what their hearts need. 

6. Understand your mission. 

Prov 22:6

6
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

· Your mission as a father is to present to the world a gift from your home who will live on after you. The pressure of taking care of one crisis after another, and trying to make ends meet, easily distracts us from devoting time to this mission. 

7. Be vulnerable and admit your weaknesses. 

2 Chr 7:14

14
if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

· Humility brings healing

· Pride makes us fear people thinking we are weak, instead of in charge. But our children don't only need to see our successes. 

· They need to see that when we hurt others, we seek healing; that when we make bad decisions, we deal with them responsibly. 

8. Discipline means character development, not venting anger. 

Ps 86:15

15
But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.

· Don't discipline your child out of anger. Give yourself time to cool off. Children need to see that discipline and love are not opposites. 

· Discipline is not punishment--it might involve pain, but its purpose is correction and development. 

· I want my kids to know that when I take privileges away from them, or when they have to be spanked, it's not to torment them. It's so that later in life my kids don't have habit patterns that hurt them. 

9. Don't overprotect--let children learn the law of reaping what they sow. 

Luke 15:31-32

31
"'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.

32
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'"
· Sometimes we need to let go and let them learn a lesson because we have to prepare them for life because it is an unmerciful teacher

· When our children make bad decisions, sometimes the best thing a dad can do is to stand back and let them feel the heat. 

· Unless our children suffer the consequences of their affections, they'll never be able to make informed, reasoned decisions on their own. 

10. Don't be afraid to show your tender side. 

Matt 5:48

48
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

· Tender words and affection matter. Studies show that when children don't experience that affection, they will search for it in self-destructive ways. 

· Say "I love you." Each day may be the last time we have that opportunity. 

Crawford W. Loritts, Jr., National Director of Legacy, lives in Atlanta with his wife Karen and their four children. 

Find out what your child’s love language:

1. Words of Affirmation
2. Receiving Gifts
3. Quality Time
4. Acts of Service
5. Physical Touch
JOHN MAYER LYRICS

"Daughters"

I know a girl
She puts the color inside of my world
But she's just like a maze
Where all of the walls all continually change
And I've done all I can
To stand on her steps with my heart in my hands
Now I'm starting to see
Maybe it's got nothing to do with me

Fathers, be good to your daughters
Daughters will love like you do
Girls become lovers who turn into mothers
So mothers, be good to your daughters too

Oh, you see that skin?
It's the same she's been standing in
Since the day she saw him walking away
Now she's left
Cleaning up the mess he made

So fathers, be good to your daughters
Daughters will love like you do
Girls become lovers who turn into mothers
So mothers, be good to your daughters too

Boys, you can break
You'll find out how much they can take
Boys will be strong
And boys soldier on
But boys would be gone without the warmth from
A womans good, good heart

On behalf of every man
Looking out for every girl
You are the god and the weight of her world

So fathers, be good to your daughters 
Daughters will love like you do
Girls become lovers who turn into mothers
So mothers, be good to your daughters too
.

